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Friday 2" October 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

We're only two days into October and it’s already proving to be a wonderful Month! We ‘celebrated’ the * October for two reasons
this year. Obviously, the day signified the start of Black History Month, with this year's theme, ‘Honouring our Communities’,
inviting us to recognise the individuals whose everyday contributions shape, support and sustain black lives across the country. But, the

T October is also National Poetry Day and this year, for the first time, we have officially recognised the day. The theme for the day
was ‘Wonder’ encouraging us to explore and be curious about the world around us.

In a special assembly, the poets from our newly formed Poetry Club and the children in Year Six
treated us to poetry recitals. The chidren from our poetry club, Melajah, Isaiah, Neveah-Rose and
Myles, performed ‘Dream variations’ by Langston Hughes whilst the children in Year Six recited
‘Charge of the Light Brigade” written by Alfred Tennyson. All of the children perfomed with confidence
and joy, captivating their audience, a great way to recognise National Poetry Day and to begin our
Black History Month Celebrations. You will shortly be receiving the details of this year’s Black History
Month Homework Project — do keep a look out for the flyer so that you can support your child at
home with their work which will form the basis of the exhibition on Friday 16™ October 2026.

Below is a summary of the learning that has taken place across the school this week.

Early Years

This week, the children have continued exploring our Superheroes topic through the reading of Elliot Midnight Superhero’. The children
have enjoyed creating their own stories through the Helicopter Stories approach, as well as making rockets and superhero masks using

recycled materials. In Maths, the children have been exploring fewer, matching and leftovers concepts, comparing different groups of

objects and developing their understanding of quantity. Our Reception children have continued learning Phase 2 Phonics, focusing on the
graphemes g, o, ¢ and k. They have been practising recognising, forming and blending these sounds.
Year One -Two
This week in Year One and Year Two, we have been busy learning across the curriculum! In Maths, Year One have been exploring
different ways to make numbers up to 10, using number sentences such as 2 + 2 = i, while Year Two children have been using number
lines to identify integers and find missing numbers. In English, we have been reading poems with expression and using our voices and
bodies to perform them in exciting ways for an audience. In our Connected Curriculum learning, we have been planning how we will
create our own replica of a house from London during the Great Fire of 1666. In Science, we have been learning about our circulatory
system and understanding the important jobs of our heart and veins.
Year Three

Year Three has had a brilliant week of learning! In English, we wrote impactful letters to ‘Ug’, comparing what life was like during the
Stone Age with what life is like today. The children used descriptive language and thoughtful ideas to make their letters engaging and
informative. In Maths, we continued our great work with place value, developing our understanding of numbers and the value of each
digit. In Connected Curriculum, we explored Stone Age cave paintings and created our own artwork using chalks and natural pigments.

In Science, we looked at what makes a balanced diet and explored the different food groups our bodies need to stay healthy. The
children have worked so well and should be very proud!

Year Four-Five
In maths this week Year Four have been learning about Roman Numerals whilst the children in Year Five have been working on the use
of mental strategies to add and subtract numbers, with both groups of children working on their ability to explain their reasoning. In
English the children have written their own Roman Myths which they have edited and published for display; they are all very proud of
their work. If that wasn’t enough, in Science the children have been exploring pitch and volume when making loud and quiet sounds
and, finally, in RE the children have revisited the story of David & Goliath, examining how David’s faith influenced his actions.
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Year Six

This week Year Six have been working hard rehearsing their class assembly based upon World War |

1 which they are showing on Friday to the school and parents and carers. They will be preforming a
script of a play that they have written themselves about the Christmas Truce of 1914. In their class
book, War Horse, they read about the Charge of the Light Brigade and on National Poetry Day,
they performed this poem to the school. Also for National Poetry Day, Year Six participated in a
national live assembly hosted by Hot Poets and Michael Rosen and they wrote kennings based upon

the theme of the natural world and wonder.

Head Teacher awards were presented to the following children in this week’s celebration assembly.

Okikiola for helping to tidy up the classroom and being a great role model to others.
Alisha for making great connections during carpet time and linking her previous knowledge to our learning in class.

Isaac-Praise - Isaac-Praise has been working on following instructions the first time he hears them, this week he was able to
complete all of his work and be ready for his learning because of his hard work!

Aaleyah - Aaleyah has done some fabulous partitioning in mathematics using place value blocks. She was able to partition
numbers in 3 different ways by herself!

y Timotheos has worked hard in all subjects this week, tries his best to be a positive role model for others, and consistently
[{elg

shows our school values both in and out of the classroom.
Three

Lugman for working hard in Religious Education, giving thoughtful answers and producing excellent written work

LCIGCTAN Jasiya for her excellent efforts in her maths work, she has a great understanding of the concepts taught.

&FYe“r Adama for working hard in lessons, for starting tasks straight away and completing activites set for him
e

Faith for developing an ambitious attitude in Maths

Year Six

Valentino for asking great questions in our connected curriculum lessons about World War One.

The house point totals for this week are:
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On a final note, next week in Cycle to School Week. Cycle to School Week is a national celebration of

14

| DICKENS 8

everyday cycling. Whether you are already rolling or just getting started, it is your child's chance to build
confidence, try something new, and discover how good the school run can feel on wheels. Children are SCHOOL
encouraged to cycle to school everyday, when they do they will receive a stamp to show that they have taken

part. If they cycle all week and get five stamps they will receive a special Cycle to School Week Certificate. WEEK
2028
B Kind regards
et P
Mrs Warland
Head Teacher
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