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Friday 25" September 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

As we draw the week to a close, we realise that we are already more than halfway through this half-term — where has the time gone?
The children have certainly been busy, and the weeks seem to have simply whizzed by! As you will read below, children and staff have
been working incredibly hard across all areas of the curriculum, with plenty of wonderful learning taking place along the way.

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our Macmillan Coffee Morning today.

We were delighted to welcome more parents than ever before, making it a particularly
lovely morning of coffee, cake and conversation — all while raising money for such an
important cause. It was especially wonderful to see some of our newer parents making
connections and getting to know other members of our school family. As we reach the
midway point of this first half term, it felt like a very welcome opportunity to stop for a
moment and simply spend some time together. Thank you to everyone who came along,
donated and helped make the morning such a success — the St John's community spirit was

certainly in full flow!

Inkeeping with the celebratory theme, an update from our Kitchen Team: “Harrison Catering are a Supporter and Partner of "British
Food Fortnight” this will be reflected in the menus from 28" September until 9" October 2026. The kitchens have had Union Jack
bunting and flags delivered to enhance the service and to champion the great produce that is available in the UK. Additionally, they will

have display boxes of British produce showcasing the various fruits and vegetables, including a selection of the UK's best apple varieties,
root veggies and salad items that the pupils will recognise. These will be used in daily featured recipes either on the hot counter or salad

»
bar area as tasters for pupils.  We look forward to tasting the difference!
Below is a summary of the learning that has taken place across the school this week.
Early Years

This week, the children have continued exploring our Superheroes topic through the book ‘How to Save a Superhero’. The children have
had lots of fun creating their own superhero masks and extending their vocabulary by describing their superheroes, including their
appearance, powers and special qualities. In Maths, the children have been extending their knowledge of sorting. They have been sorting
objects using more than one criteria, such as size, shape and colour, and explaining how and why they have grouped the objects.Our
Reception children have continued learning Phase 2 Phonics, focusing on the graphemes i, n, m and d. They have been practising
recognising the sounds, forming the graphemes and blending sounds together to read simple words.

Year One-Two

This week in Year One and Year Two, we have been exploring place value in Maths using a variety of practical materials. Year Two
children have been partitioning 2 digit numbers, while the Year One chlidren have been identifying ‘more and fewer’. In English, we have
been naming and identifying nouns, adjectives and verbs and using these in our own writing. And finally, in our Connected Curriculum
learning, we have been finding out more about the Great Fire of London, and using our five senses to imagine what it would have been
like to live in London in 1666.
Year Three

Year Three has had a brilliant week of learning! In English, we began analysing playscripts and exploring different techniques to make
our writing stand out. In Maths, we continued our hard work with place value. In our Connected Curriculum, we explored Stone Age
cave paintings and created our own versions using our art skills. In science we have been finding out more about the Human body and

how it works to help us survive.
Year Four-Five

This week we have been getting to grips with our Roman topic, literally, looking at artefacts from the time to help uncover more about
life during Roman times. This has extended to our English lessons, in which we have been writing our own Roman Myths,making sure

that we use all of the features of the text type. We think we've done a pretty good job! In our maths lessons we have been learning even
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more about Place Value and finally, in Science we have been finding out all about the speed of sound.

Year Six
This week, Year Six have been learning how to write dialogue. We have been working on a script for our class assembly and learning all
the conventions for writing dialogue in script form. We enjoyed acting out the scenes before we wrote the scripts. We then considered the
differences in writing dialogue in scripts compared to narratives. We have continued reading War Horse, in which the main character,
Joey, is sent to France to fight. In History we have been considering how the weapons used in World War One changed the nature of

warfare forever. In PE we have been learning techniques for jumps and rolls.

Head Teacher awards were presented to the following children in this week’s celebration assembly.

Alijah for sharing great ideas during carpet time.
Ayanah for her great effort during the phonics lesson.

Jonathan did some fantastic reading about the Life Cycle of a Sunflower. He clearly described the main stages of the life
cycle, and used words he had learnt from the book. He showed an incredible amount of focus while working, and completed

Year One - TN, independently. Well done, Jonathan!

& Year
Two Marietou had a fantastic week in all areas of her learning. She is always ready for instructions and gets herself organised for

her learning independently. Marietou came up with some fantastic adjectives for Rapunzel, and used her phonics learning to
help her spell some hard words. Great job, Marietou!

Year Isabella for showing an excellent work ethic, being proactive with her learning and setting a great example to others.
Three Hannah for having a fantastic attitude in class, giving thoughtful answers and making sensible choices, well done!

LCIGLTAN Francisca for participating well in class discussions, showing consideration and respect to all
& Year

i Faeezah for working hard in lessons to complete all tasks set
e

o Melajah who prepared really well in her own time for the reading accompanying the music for the cross.
ear Six

Nana for excellent presentation of his Maths work.

The house point totals for this week are:
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On a final note, the Children’s Commisions, Dame Rachel de Souza, sent a personal request this week, asking me to invite our children

19

to take part in a new national survey — ‘The Big Future’. The survey is asking children and young people about their lives, their
experiences and their hopes for the future. Dame de Souza will be using what the children share to build a national picture of what
matters to children today and to ensure their views are heard by Government.

The survey takes just a few minutes to complete and can be accessed here:
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture

- Kind regards
C,/‘///—*“’C V‘L—C}
Mrs Warland

Head Teacher
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