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Friday 18" September 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

What a wonderfully busy week we have had here in school! On Tuesday we celebrated World
Afro Hair Day and today with have joined in with Jeans for Genes Day. Both days began with
an assembly sharing the reasons why we celebrate and considering how the celebration days
impact upon our lives. Both days have reminded us of something we talk about a great deal here
at St John's - how every single one of us is unique, every single one of us has something to
contribute and every single person deserves to feel that they belong.

Below is a summary of the learning that has taken place across the school this week.
Early Years

This week, the children have been exploring our first topic of the year: Superheroes! We have been enjoying the wonderful core
text ‘Supertato’ and learning about healthy habits through fun and engaging activities.. We have had lots of fun creating our very own
superheroes using real potatoes! The children used their imagination and creativity to design their own Supertato characters. We have
also created a fridge full of delicious vegetables, linking our learning to healthy eating and making positive food choices. In Maths, the
children have been sorting and matching objects by colour and shape, as well as exploring everyday objects and noticing their

similarities and differences. Our Reception children have also started Phase 2 phonics, learning the graphemess, a, t, p, i and n.

Year One-Two

This week, Year One and Year Two have started learning about our bones in Science. Children have identified and labelled some of the
main bones in our body, including the skull, spine, ribcage, arm and leg bones, and explored how they help and protect us. Year Two
also chose a bone, and wrote a sentence explaining what it protects or why it is important. We have enjoyed starting our learning
around The Human Body!

Year Three
In English, we have expanded our knowledge by exploring the features of play scripts. The children have enjoyed acting out, writing, and
analysing different scripts, showing both creativity and confidence. In Maths, we have been working on place value, which the children

have done brilliantly. As part of our class topic Ages of Man, we have also been learning about Stonehenge, and the children impressed

us by creating their very own versions in class. What a wonderful week of hard work and enthusiasm from everyone!

Year Four-Five

In English, Year Four and Year Five have continued their exciting learning journey through a variety of Roman myths. The children have
been developing their understanding of characters and how they contribute to the events within a myth. They have created character
profiles for a range of characters, identifying their roles and exploring the different types of characters found within myths. The children

have also analysed speech, thinking carefully about what a character says and how their words can reveal personality, feelings and

characteristics. In Maths, the children have been developing their understanding of place value and numbers up to 1,000,000. They
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have been learning to read and write numbers using both numerals and words, as well as exploring how powers of 10 describe the
relationships within our place-value system. They have also been finding numbers that are 10, 100, 1,000 and more times greater or
smaller than a given number. They have been practising how to partition numbers up to 1,000,000 flexibly, and the children are
becoming increasingly confident when working with larger numbers and explaining their mathematical thinking. In the connected
curriculum, the children have started exploring the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. They have been learning about the
significant changes introduced by the Romans and how these influences can still be seen today. The children have explored Roman
infrastructure, including the development of roads and towns, and considered why these were so important to the growth of the
Empire. It has been fantastic to see the children making connections between Roman Britain and the world around them today.
Year Six
This week we Year Six have been continuing our study of the First World War. We have considered the causes of the First World War

and in the book ‘War Horse’ we have been thinking about how news of the war affected different people in Britain. In Science we have
continued our study of the cardiovascular system. We had a visitor from the Mayor's School Filters Programme. In the assembly and
workshop we learned that the the top three pollutants were Carbon Dioxide, Nitrogen Dioxide and Particulate Matter. We also learned

how to reduce emissions of these three and also how to avoid exposure to these pollutants, including mapping out our route to school to
avoid the areas of highest pollution.

Head Teacher awards were presented to the following children in this week’s celebration assembly.
Lissabeth for sharing and being a positive role model for the new starters.
Alex for staying focused during a writing task

Brielle has shown fantastic self-control. She has been able to ignore others when they are making the wrong choices and has
Y;a;eoar:e consistently made sure that she is doing the right thing. Well done, Brielle, for being such a positive role model!
Two Shaun has shown excellent self-control by recognising when he is about to make the wrong choice and correcting himself to
make the right choice instead. Well done, Shaun, for thinking carefully about your choices and making positive decisions!

Year Valentina for displaying Our School values and showing great perseverance in her learning.

s Azai, Showing great commitment to his work by not giving up. Also for answering Questions with brilliant answers in class.

Year Four

CRCM Molly and Jasiya for making a good effort, showing a positive attitude and working well in class activities
Five

Anthonny who has moved to working entirely in English and is showing more confidence in reading aloud.
Rachel for excellent help in the classroom and great reading at home.
The house point totals for this week are:
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On a final note, next Friday we will be hosting a MacMillan Coffee Morning. We would love for you all to join 'Vlvwmv-““‘

us for a cuppa and a cake — if you are able to bake something great but you do not have to bake to come MACMILLAN
along, there will be plenty to go around. CANCER SUPPORT

Year Six

36

_Kind regards
(,/f///*“—é S~
Mrs Warland
Head Teacher
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