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Friday 11" September 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

We have reached the end of our first full week of school—and what a wonderful week it has been! The children have been busy
exploring the themes of their learning for the term and have made an incredibly strong start. Their enthusiasm, encouragement of one

another and the extra-special kindness shown to all our new starters have been a joy to see. If this week is anything to go by, we have
a truly wonderful year ahead of us!

It was a delight to see so many parents and cares at this week's Meet and Greet Sessions — I hope that you found the sessions useful
and that the reminders shared ensure a successful year ahead. The final Meet and Greet Session, for EYFS children will be taking

place on Tuesday 15t September at 3:30 in the school hall — we have delayed this one slightly as the children have a staggered start
to the year.

Next week we are recognising two different celebration days:

The first is on Tuesday 15" September is World Afro Hair Day, a joyful opportunity to recognise

Afro hair, its beauty, heritage and cultural significance. Children with Afro-textured hair are invited to - : =
wear it with pride, while everyone is welcome to join in respectfully through curls, plaits, twists or WORLD
colourful accessories. It is a wonderful chance to celebrate the diversity of our St John's family and - AFRO DAY
ensure that every child feels seen, valued and proud. 15 SEPTEMBER

The second is on Friday we will be taking part in Jeans for Genes Day. Jeans for Genes Day raises
awareness of the challenges faced by children and families living with genetic conditions. By wearing jeans and

making a donation of £1, we are doing our bit to help fund vital support, resources and services—uwhile
celebrating the wonderful uniqueness of every child.

Below is a summary of the learning that has taken place across the school this week.

Early Years

In Early Years this week, we have been welcoming and introducing our classroom rules to our new friends in Early Years. We have been

reading lots of books about starting school, such as ‘I Don’t Want to Go to School by Lula Bell, and talking about all the fun things

we are going to do this year. We have also been working on our own self-portraits, talking about the different parts of our faces and the
things that make us special.

Year One-Two

This week, Year One and Year Two have had a busy week developing our Maths skills. Year One has been rehearsing accurate counting,
representing numbers in different ways and sorting into groups. They have been using teddy bears, cubes and shapes to make their
learning practical and fun. Year Two have been ordering, comparing and representing numbers up to 20, using place value blocks and

cubes to help them develop a deeper understanding of number. It has been fantastic to see the children using these hands on resources to
explore mathematical concepts and build their confidence.

Year Three

This week in Year Three has been full of exciting learning! In English, the children have been diving into our new book ‘UG: Boy Genius
of the Stone Age’, sparking lots of lively discussions and imaginative writing. In Maths, we have been working hard on place value,
learning our hundreds, tens, and ones. Alongside this, our History lessons have taken us back in time to the Stone Age, where the
children have been discovering what life was like thousands of years ago. The whole class has worked brilliantly this week, and we are

very proud of their effort and enthusiasm!

Year Four-Five

This week in English, Year Four and Five have been exploring the exciting world of Roman myths. We have read Romulus and

Remus and The Wild Goose Chase, identifying key features of myths and discussing their memorable characters. The children have
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explored themes such as good conquering evil, bravery and overcoming challenges. They have also developed their skills in discussing
characters, making inferences and explaining their ideas using evidence from the texts. We look forward to continuing our journey
through Roman mythology and discovering more legendary tales! In Maths, we have been developing our understanding of Roman
numerals, learning to read and write numbers up to 1,000 and recognise how the system is structured. We have also been exploring place
value in numbers up to one million, identifying the value of each digit. The children have used practical resources including place-value

counters, Base 10, place-value charts, Roman numeral cards and digit cards to support their learning.

Year Six
This week, Year Six have started their study of the First World War. They have been reading the opening chapters of War Horse by
Michael Morpurgo in Guided Reading and have been learning the causes of the First World War in our connected curriculum. In English
we have been reading Archie's War by Marcia Williams, which is a scrapbook of memories from a young boy's perspective at the

outbreak of war and comparing his experiences with those of his uncle who is at the frontline.

The house point totals for this week are:
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On a final note, please remember to check your emails for Club sign up forms — we have a wide range of activities on offer everyday,
except Wednesday, our staff meeting day.
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Kind regards
e o

Mrs Warland

Head Teacher
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