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Friday 26" June 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

What a week the weather has given us! From glorious sunshine to biblical thunderstorms —and everything in between—it has certainly
kept us on our toes. Yet life here at St John's has continued with its usual energy, resilience and joy.

Whatever the forecast, our children embrace every opportunity with enthusiasm, whether learning in the classroom, enjoying time
outdoors (out of the midday sun) or taking part in the many exciting activities that make our school such a special place, as you will
read below. It is always wonderful to see the children’s smiles, determination and willingness to persevere, reminding us that a little rain
- or a lot of sunshine - never dampens the St John's spirit. During the hottest days, we were delighted to help everyone stay cool with
refreshing ice pops, which brought plenty of smiles and was a much-appreciated treat!

Below is a summary of the learning that has taken place across the school this week.

Early Years

This week in Early Years, the children have been enjoying the story ‘The Rainbow Fish’ and exploring important messages about how our
actions and decisions can affect how we and others feel. In Reception, the children have continued to develop their reading skills by
decoding longer sentences and challenging themselves to write them independently without visual support. Across both classes, the
children have been exploring water-based activities, learning about sea creatures, and discovering ways to stay cool and comfortable
during the high temperatures. The week has been full of exciting learning experiences, and everyone especially enjoyed a refreshing treat
of lollies to help us cool down!

Year One

This week in RE, we have been exploring Christian and Jewish festivals that focus on giving thanks. We have considered why these
celebrations are important and how people show gratitude in different ways. In English, we have been using conjunctions such
as and, because and butto extend our sentences and add more detail to their writing. In Math, we have been revising place value within

50, helping us to strengthen our understanding of tens and ones, as well as comparing and ordering numbers. We have also been busy
practising for our class assembly, rehearsing our lines and practising a song - we can't wait to show you!

Year Two

What a brilliant, sun-soaked week it has been in Year Two! Despite the summer heat, our children have brought incredible energy and
focus to their learning, keeping cool while tackling some fantastic projects. We have been exploring the concept of weight in maths. The
children have been busy hands-on, using balance scales to compare objects, estimating weights, and learning how to read mass in grams
and kilograms. In our English lessons the children have been using story mapping to bring their reading to life. By drawing out the
journeys of Big Red Bath, they have been visualizing narratives and building a wonderful foundation for their own upcoming story

writing.

Year Three

Year Three have had another busy and productive week. In Maths, we learned about angles, which the children found challenging but
rewarding as they developed their understanding of different types of angles. In English, we delved into persuasive writing and explored
the features used to influence and engage a reader. In Science, we investigated permeable rocks and learned how different rocks absorb
water. In Religious Studies, we explored different actions and their consequences, discussing how our choices can affect ourselves and
others. Well done, Year Three, for your hard work and enthusiasm throughout the week!

Year Four-Five

This week in English, Year Four and Five pupils have begun exploring ‘Oliver Twist.” The children are making thoughtful predictions
about the story, drawing on their understanding of Victorian England and considering what might happen to the characters as the plot
unfolds. They are also discussing how Charles Dickens develops both character and setting, using descriptive language and historical
context to bring the story to life. In Writing, pupils are focusing on using a range of devices to build cohesion within paragraphs. They
are learning how to link ideas effectively, helping their writing to flow clearly and logically for the reader.In Maths, Year Four pupils are
currently learning how to round decimals to the nearest whole number, developing their confidence and accuracy when Working with
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decimal numbers. Year Five pupils have successfully completed their unit on perimeter and area and have now moved on to
measurements. They are developing their understanding of converting between different units of measure and applying these skills to a
range of practical problems.

Year Six
Well done to Year Six on their maturity keeping safe in the heatwave. This week, they have finished their Assessment Week writing, a
non-chronological report about the World Cup, and continued to read the London Eye Mystery inferring and discussing characters’
feelings around the disappearance of Salim. In Maths, they have been problem solving ratio and proportion questions enlarging or

decreasing amounts by the same scale factor. And, rehearsals for our end of year production have begun in earnest — we are doing well
with learning our lines and getting into character.

Head Teacher awards were presented to the following children in this week’s celebration assembly.
- Za'Raiyah for her progress in Phonics; she is trying hard and making great progress. Keep it up!
Alex for the improvements he has made in Reading & Maths — he is impressing adults with his skills.

Year One Ava for the positivity and resilience she shows everyday in school and working hard to try and focus hard during phonics

Azai for showing determination and for working really hard in all lessons
Valentina for growing meaningful friendships and showing kindness and respect.

Year Two

Benjamin for showing great maturity towards his peers and for becoming more confident in his work. Keep it up!

Isaac for consistently displaying all of the school values and for being a positive role model to everyone in the class. Well
done!

Year Three

Year Four &

Sayem for showing good effort, positive attitude and working well in most class activities.
Year Five

Faith for the efforts she is putting into her classwork and for her determination to do well

Mason for always being polite, helpful in the classroom and responsible, listening to instructions and making his best effort

with work.
Year Six

Zacklyn for her excellent, imaginative writing in the Words from the Wild workshop. Her work was full of detailed
descriptive and figurative language.
The house point totals for this week are:
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On a final note, a reminder that Sports Day is planned for next Wednesday, and we are all looking forward to a wonderful day of
fun, teamwork and cheering the children on. As always, we will be keeping a close eye on the weather. Whilst we hope for the perfect

conditions, if the weather is either too wet or temperatures are forecast to be too high, we may need to postpone the event in the
interests of everyone's safety and wellbeing. Should this be necessary, we will let you know as early as possible.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We hope you all enjoy a restful weekend.

_Kind regards
(j/—;///-*‘—é’ e OB

Mrs Warland

Head Teacher
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