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Wednesday 31st March 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,

We have made it safely through te the end of the Spring Term and we are ail looking forward to a well-deserved rest over the Easter
Break!

This week in school we have been focusing on Holy Week. The children have been learning about the Stations of the Cross and
they have represented their understanding in beautifully contemporary, collaborative pieces of art work. Images have been shared on
this year's Easter card and the art work is being displayed in St John the Divine, sur Parish Church; if you are passing-by do please

pop in and see the originals.

On Tuesday we ail attended our virtual Easter Service. This year, children from Year Two through to Year Six shared the Easter
Story in readings and prayers, with the music recorded from our weekly music lessons with Mr Postles and Ben, the choir master. The

service has been uploaded to the Google Classrooms so that you can access this at home, over the Easter weekend if you choose.

Below is a summary of the learning that has taken place in your child’s class this week:

Nursery Reception

This week we have been looking | This week Reception have been learning all about the Easter story having some wonderful

closely at the Easter Story and | discussions about what Easter means to them. The children have been able to recreate parts of the

the signs and symbols of Easter. | p,op., story by acting them out, making the Garden of Gethsemane out of playdough and using

In Maths we have been counting

quantities. We have been working paper plates to make the tomb in which Jesus was laid. We also made some teautiful Easter hats

hard on phonics and and baskets to celebrate! The children have really enjoyed the warm weather this week spending a
experimenting with body lot of time outside looking at the plants in the garden and even creating their own car wash. In
percussion and instruments. We Literacy we have been locring at new life talking about the different animals that hatched out of

have enjoyed a short, but busy the eggs in the story "The Odd Eqq’', the children were even able to tell Miss Smith which order the

week and we are ready for the | animals hatched in. Myself and Mrs Islam are really proud of how hard the children have worked
Easter break! since the return to school and hope they have a wonderful Easter holiday!

Year One

We have crammed so much into the final two and a half days of the term. In Maths we have been learning about halves and quarters
and we shared virtual pizzas and chocolate bars with each other. We also learnt about the Last Supper and thought about how the
disciples would have felt as Jesus washed their feet and told them that one of them was going to betray him. We really enjoyed the
Easter Service, s much so that we watched it twice!

Year Two

Year Two have had a week full of Easter fun! The children have written some ‘Wanted' posters for the Easter Bunny by writing some
great descriptions. We alse had some very creative ideas for a reward for the person who found the Easter Bunny. For our last lesson in
Science about plants, we looked at the differences between three bean seeds that were planted 4 weeks ago. The children were
surprised to see that the bean seed with no sunlight but with water had gone mouldy! The children aisc played team games to put their
tag rugby skills into practise. We have also created our own Easter cards that they were very excited to take home and share with you.

Year Three Year Four

In Year Three this week, we have been looking at poems | It has been a great week for Year Four! In Literacy we practised our
in Literacy. We have enjoyed experimenting with | joined handwriting and then used this skill to publish our non-
description and will be writing our own acrostic poems | chronological reports about different genres of music. In maths we
about Easter. In Maths, we have been exploring subtraction | enjoyed estimating and measuring the capacity of various containers. We
and solving some tricky problems that involve exchanges. | have also created two colourful pieces of art for the fifth and the eleventh

We have taken inspiration from stained glass windows to | Stations of the Cross, combining old paintings with modern art. We

make our artwork for the Easter service. We are also going | included emojis and collage made from letters cut out of newspapers.
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to make our own Easter cards!

To mark the end of the Spring term, and the start of the Easter holiday, Year Five rehearsed and completed pieces of art reflecting scenes

of the Easter story. We used our lino block prints and paintings representing the betrayal of Judas, as the well as the scene of the
carrying of the cross with Simon of Cyrene, to create powerful ink paintings. In addition to this, we completed our learning this term by
finishing our topic on Climatic Catastrophes and writing an instruction book on how to carve lino blocks. In PE pupils have enjoyed

their last activities on orienteering and making hula huts.

Year Six
Year Six have hit the ground running with assessments this week, worring hard to apply what they learnt during their pericd at home.
We also enjoyed watching the Easter service which featured many Year Six readers and a wonderful hymn from our class’ choir. We
have been working on building on our teamwork skills in PE with Miss Durrant. Well done for coping so well with a rollercoaster of a
term Year Six! I am so proud of the way that you have adapted between home and scheol learning. Have a lovely break!
Miss Durrant’s PE update

Even though for some of the term we have been at home, at 5t Johr's we keep going and we have achieved so much together in PE! We

started this term learning via Google Meet, working on our fitness level and Pilates. Every Wednesday we came together as a school to
tare part in the whole school Physical Activities Festival. When we all returned to school we cultivated our orientating and team

building skiils. In the Summer term we will be developing cur skills in Athletics, Siriking and Fielding and Tennis.

Head Teacher awards were presented to the following children in this week’s virtual celebration assembly.

N Francisca for hearing the initial sounds in words and using in her writing
ursery

Chinaelo for showing excellent progress in writing her numbers in Maths.

Bzt Abdullah for carrying out an investigation by planting his orange pip! Can't wait to see what grows.

Hayley for giving a detailed explanation of our story in Literacy and independently writing a sentence about it!

Chloe for creating a wonderful piece of art work using the weaving technique. She kept trying, even when she found it
Year One difficult and produced something beautiful!

Moyomade for writing a fantastic recount of ‘A cloudy lesson’, using adjectives, capital letters and full stops!

Geneva for her focus and perseverance in completing her Maths booklet. Geneva worked through all of the questions
Vear T carefully and checked her answers.
ear two Blessing for her brilliant writing about ‘A Cloudy Lesson' where she used different sentence openers, conjunctions, and

speech independently!

Chris for his improved attitude to learning and excellent contributions in classreom discussions. He's been a lot more
ACIILCEAN focussed and making a real effort.

Kamiyah for her effort in her learning, jeining in with classroom discussions and improved organisation in the classroom

Year E Malik for writing a detailed music review
ear Four
Musa for making a great effort with his handwriting and the presentation of his work.

) Milan for settling well with your new class
Year Five » . ; . "
Ehudel for writing creatively in your latest piece of writing

Ve 5 Brielle for writing a fantastic character description of Puck
ear Six
Daniel for doing a fabulous performance of Puck’s monologue

Year One: Alex- for using some great dodging skills to win the game of touch rugby.

Year Two: Thea- For her control and teamwork in tag rugby.

Year Five: Beri: for being proactive in the orienteering activity.
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The number of House Points collected over the last two terms have been totalled, the current numbers are:

1748

B
ZA GARRISON

”~ 1856 rﬂ 1808
| FRANKLIN ! i DICKENS

Cnce again, in a bid to keep on top sf COVID-19 the schocl have been asked to support the Government's Track and Trace
programme over the Easter Break. Should you or a member of your immediate household display the symptoms of, or test positive for

coronavirus, over the coming twoe days or in the days leading up to the return to school we ask that you let us know by emailing

As part of the easing of restrictions, we will be recpening Breakfast Club ajter the Easter break from Monday 19 April 2021. This
will run daily from 7:45am until the start of the schoel day. You can choose to sign your child up to attend all week at £2.00 per
day/ £10.00 for the week, or pay-as-yougo at a cost of £2.50 per day. On arrival children will enter the school threugh the scheol

house entrance on Warham Street regardless of their year group, and we will be following our COVID-19 risk assessment to ensure

that we are keeping children and staff safe. Please email admin@sjtdprimary.org.uk to book your child’s place at Breakfast Club.

On a final note, on behalf of all the staff here at St Johr's, I wish you all a relaxing ard restorative Easter Break. We look forward to
welcoming the children back to school on Monday 19" April 2021,

_Kind regards

= //** P
Mrs Warland
Head Teacher
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