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Friday 26" March 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,

This week we marked a year since the UK's first national lockdown and the partial closure of schools on 23 March 2020.
Quer the last year children have lost, on average, 110 days of formal structured learning; they have had to come to terms
with restrictions on their freedoms, a new way of interacting and being apart from their friends and family. Staff here
continue to be inspired by how resilient the children have been during this time and how they have adapted to the
changes asked of them.

On Tuesday we recognised the National Day of Reflection and the children shared how the lockdown had made them
feel — most striking was the response of a Year Six child who suggested that the lockdown was like 'being in a jail and
being locked up for something you didn’t do’ a feeling very much shared by children across the school who spoke of
being disappointed, sad and angry because they couldn't see their friends and come to school. We held a moments silence
to connect with all those who have lost loved ones and those who are still suffering as a result of the virus. And then we
took the time to consider how we feel now, at the start of Spring, the season of hope, knowing that the restrictions will
begin to ease and our freedoms returned. The children spoke of the excitement they feel, knowing that they will soon be
able to spend time with their families and friends and that cancelled plans may be fulfilled. The same Year Six child also
shared his hopes, noting that he ‘wants to make up for lost time with family and friends and to be connected...to
make the most of every opportunity and to be more educated.” The children were all very much in agreement and they
have been working even harder this week to make up for the lost time!

Below is @ summary of the learning that has taken place in your child’s class this week:

Nursery Reception
In Nursery we have been cloud spotting in preparation for | This week Reception have been doing eggceilent work, reading ‘The Odd

our writing on ‘A Cloudy Lesson” for assessment week. It Ec_:;c_:;A and thinking about what might hatch out of an egq. The children
was amazing to see the children using and applying their have designed some beautiful eqgs and made links between their designs

knowledge of shape as they described the clouds. In RE we | oy gt might hatch, a pink and black eqq for a pink and black bird!

re-cnacted Palm Sunday and waved palm leaves that we They have had great fun finding the odd eggs and adding different eggs
created. In maths we have been looking at dominos and

. . . to our Easter nest to help us with our addition. Reception have also
discussing the composition of numbers. For example the

worked really hard on their sentence writing this week explaining what

number & can be made up of 2+ 2, 3+1 or 1474141 they wanted to write and using classroom resources to help them.

Year One

Year One have been working super hard during assessment week. They have impressed me with their fantastic reading, writing and
mathematical skills. During our connected curriculum lesson, we practised a weaving technique to create a piece of art work using
colours of the UK flag. In science, we planned a science experiment to test which material will be best for an umbrella for Teddy. The

children also had lots of fun learning skills during our tag rugby games in PE. Well done for all your hard work Year One.

Year Two

Year Two have started tag rugby skills in PE this week and they had lots of fun using their teamwork skills. The children have been

using a video ‘A Cloudy Lesson’ as a stimulus for their writing and they have written some amazing final pieces, using different sentence
openers and conjunctions. As part of their Heroines topic the children have been using clay to make sculptures of Florence Nightingale!

The children have really enjoyed using all of the tools to shape the clay and create details. In Science they have loored at different seeds-

they have grouped and sorted different seeds, used magnifying glasses to look at them close up, and identified some common seeds.
Year Three Year Four

This week in Year Three, we too have beer working | We have had a qood weer in Year Four. We tried our best to comp[ete the maths
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hard on our assessments — we really enjoyed watching
the video clip and putting our own words to the tale,
Alongside this, we have been making our own clay
obelisks; for the Ancient Egyptian’s obelisks were
monuments erected to commemorate the dead, represent

tests and we are all proud of ourselves and our results. In Literacy we have been
enjoying researching and writing about different genres of music. Now we know
much more about Rock, Pop, Hip Hop, Jazz and Reggae. We are writing a report
about these genres and are looking forward to see our reports on the classroem

displays next week. In Topic we have been painting in the style of Rousseau. We

Kings and honour the Gods. We look forward to sharing | o poe finished next week, adding cut out animals on top of our water colour
our structures when they are dry. -
paintings.

Year Five
This week as well as completing our assessments, the Year Five pupils finalised their lino print on Climatic Catastrophes: each pupil
carefully carved a pattern out of a lino block. Some pupils have been more adventurous and carved complex drawings with details
following the siyle of Japanese artist Hokusai. Pupils also had the opportunity to e creative in Literacy as they rewrcte their own
version of the ‘Varmints’ story, and they completed an independent piece of writing based on the short film ‘A Cloudy Lesson’. This
week our focus in P.E. lessons has been on building trust, and teing a supportive team mate. Pupils have been playing games on an

obstacle course with a blindfold. This has been a formative experience for some pupils.

Year Six

It has been a rather strange week for Year Six with a return to home learning but everyone has faced it with a smile and good spirits
even as we were disappointed not to be in school. We finished reading ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’ this week, describing and
performing a monelogue as Puck, one of the main characters. We have also been learning about Henry VIII's wives. We chose our
favourite to research, draw a portrait and write a speech to explain why our wife is the best!

Head Teacher awards were presented to the following children in this week's virtual celebration assembly.

Grayson for his “can do’ attitude and in participation in carpet sessions

Nursery

Milicent for communicating and sharing her thoughts and feelings instead reacting with physical actions.

; Siara for working really hard on her writing.
Reception ; P .
Benji for his scientific discoveries.

Amina for writing a fantastic fact file about Scotland, remembering to use full stops and capital letters.
Year One Roshaun for trying hard to complete the tricky challenges in maths and working well as a team during our capacity

investigation.

Gabrielle for a brilliant story mountain where she remembered the key parts of the story.

Year Two Adrian for his brilliant work in Maths this week. Adrian was able to add pounds and pence, and find different ways to

make the same amount independently.

Year Th Karis for making a really good effort to participate in lessons and to join in class discussions
ear Three
Ayden for displaying the school vaiues and setting a good example to others

Divine for writing an engaging music review, including his personal opinions on the tune and incorporating musical
Year Four [Rteliillelsl N

Sherifah for a wonderful description of Rousseau’s jungle painting, adding what painting style he used.

o Jaiil for making insightful comments in our class discussions about the Varmints
ear Five
Abigall for her creativity when designing a lino print.

) Samuel Dickson for making mature choices when werking with others
Year Six

Rache! for consistently challenging herself in her learning

Reception: Dominion trying really hard with his throwing skills.

Year One: Vinnie for working well as a team during our competitions and for being supportive of his friends.

Year Two: Sophia for great listening and attention in PE this week in cur orienteering lesson.
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Year Three: Samuel for outstanding effort in his PE lesson.
Year Four: Malik for working hard in his PE lesson.
Year Five: Naomi for taking part in team building activities this week

Year Six: Vejia for being a great team member to her peers.

Year One: Joseph for throwing himself inte his learning with such joy and enthusiasm.

Year Two: J'anae for always coming intc the music classroom with an open mind and positive attitude.
Year Three: Junxiang for excellent concentration and effort in his music lesson on Monday.

Year Four: John-Angel for always sticking with things and giving his all in music.

Year Five: Divine for composing a wellstructured and musically sensitive introduction to The Rite of Spring.

Year Six: Samue! D for just getting on with the job in music, and excelling as a result with his ukulele playing!

This week's House Point totals are as follows:

71

Z\ GARRISON
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On a final note, next week is the last week of the Spring Term and the children break up on Wednesday 31" March at lunchtime;
children’s collection time wiil be the same as it is on a Friday.

_Kind regards
e

Mrs Warland

Head Teacher

USical pgucet™

%wwn Leg, " 4
RE V/ i \Y
“ 3 \| Mack |7
g THECHURCH 7m0 Quality Mark xxzozov 2023/,,1
2 & OF ENGLAND , SILVER AW
OUTSTANDING o pN

“hogy sport
y P!
sical At

}

ADVANCED HEALTHY SCHOOLS



mailto:admin@sjtdprimary.org.uk

