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Friday 23 April 2021
Drear Parents and Carers,

Once again, welcome back to the final term of the school year. We have been blessed with sunshine this week and it fills us
with hope for the term ahead.

We have enjoyed a Computing themed first week back at school; a great start to the Summer Term. The children have
been learning all about the uses of technology in the world around us and we have focused on coding and the use of
algorithms in computing. The children have been writing programmes for Robots, instructing each other and a wide
range of devices using algorithms, and building Lego creations that walk, talk and fly! Do please look at the attached flyer
to see some of the children’s learning.

Below is a summary of the learning that has taken place in your child’s class this week:

Nursery
This week during our themed week,
the children in Nursery have been

Reception

Reception have come back with some lovely things to share about what they did during their

holidays which has been lovely to hear. This week Reception have been exploring all rinds of

learning how to operate equipment technology. They have been able to discuss the different types of technology and the ways we

d how t i impl I
and how to follow simple computer can use it. We have looked at technology we have at home and how technology has changed

programmes. We have alse been ) ) ) . . .

learning about coding and the which the children have been fascinated by, looking at different types of phones and with
children have had lots of fun imputing realisations that hairdryers and irons are technology too. The children have explored robots
codes into the ‘cod-a-pillar’. In | using remotes and coding sequences to move the toys around the classroom. They have even

addition we have been finding out been able to write their own coding sequences and use them to direct their friends around the

about technology around us and, | playground. We have been listening very carefully to the sounds that they make and using our

amongst  other things, we have phonics skills to recreate these sounds. They have all done brilliantly making a real effort to

discussed the importance of traffic

Lo use the correct language for the directions and coding we have been learning about. A great
ights.

start to the term!

Year One
Year One have had a wonderful first week back to school The children loved learning all about technology during our themed
computing week. We began the week meeting a crazy robot who loved jam sandwiches! We wrote instructions to quide him to make
some sandwiches, but they went a bit wrong! We then spent the week correcting our instructions so the robot could follow them. We

have been exploring Bee Bots and writing algorithms to quide them around a map. The children have also loved playing hide and seek

in maths, where we used directional language to give clues as to where our toys were hidden. Well done for a great first week back.
Year Two

Year Two have done some amazing learning for our Computing themed week! We started the week by looking at different everyday
objects and considering which of them use computers to work. We spoke about how technology is all around us! In Maths sessions we
explored directional language such as left, right, clockwise and anticlockwise. They learnt all about "algorithms” and even created their
own to make the Beebots get to different locations on a map. The children then used what they know about instruction writing to write
this up in words so that anyone would be able to understand and follow it. The children also inputted algorithms and marked out the
route that the Beebot took and matched this to 2D shapes. The children also explored Probots and Bluebots and the different functions
that they have compared to Beebots. The children ended the week by designing their own 'bot', including all of the functions that we

have explored this week.

Year Four

Year Three

Year Three started the week learning all about coding and | The first week back to scheol after a long Easter break, Year Four have

algorithms.  The children created their own set of | been enjoying our computing week immensely! We have been computer

instructions to make a sandwich which they tested and then | coding using two different coding programmes; CodeMonkey and
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debugged, fixing their errors, to complete the task. We then | Scratch. We know that there are various coding languages that can be
used Code Monkey to direct a monkey through different | used, for example Python and CoffeeScript. What we enjoyed most was
levels so he could get to his favourite fruit! We also used | building a LEGO WeDo robot and connecting it to Scratch. We tried to
Scraich to make our own games and characters move with | build an alligator robot that opens and shuts its mouth, and we built a
given instructions. After this we created planes and ducks | plane robot that had a propeller that actually turned if you programmed
with Lego WeDo which we were able to connect to | it correctly through Scratch! We now know what algorithms are and

Scratch and program them to move in different directions | where they are used.

and also make sounds. It was such fun!

Year Five

It has been a delight to welcome pupils back in school this week after the Easter break! As part of our themed week, pupils had the

opportunity to work with Pippins and Spheros robots to develop their understanding of algorithms and programming. They worked in
groups to find ways of creating 20 shapes and playing board games using Pippins devices. With the Spheros, pupils learnt how to

follow a set of instructions on a software to programme a robot step by step. Next week we will be starting our new topic of the term,

which is on Victorians. Pupils will learn about the Industrial Revolution and how people lived in Victorian workhouses.

Year Six

In Year Six this week, we have [oved exploring Spheros - a robot shaped like a ball that you can program to move. The Sphercs connect
via Bluetooth so we used our laptops to write a program for the Spheros te draw shapes. Sometimes the Bluetooth didn't work so we
were problem-solving in more way than one!l Linked to this, in maths we have been focusing on finding missing angles by using key
facts. We alse began writing our chapter for the "Imagine A Story" project we are participating in with the Southbank Centre which is

very exciting!

PE

This week, we have started our summer activities. Year Five and Year Six have been working on their cricket, batting and leadership

skills. Year Three and Year Four having been developing their throwing and catching skills. Year One and Year Two have started to
develop their co-ordination in tennis and, finally, Reception have been working on their actions, balances and coordination in
gymnastics. In the weeks ahead, I will be asking pupils if they would like to be considered for entry into gymnastic competition taking

place next year. I know we have lots of amazing gymnasts within our school, I hope they will put themselves forward to take part.

Those that are selected will need to perform two set routines, so I would like to start work on the routines so that pupils can start

practicing and developing their skills, in readiness for the competition.

This week's House Point totals are as follows:

74 66

A GARRISON
1 "9‘
”- 7;‘ ¢ 76
| FRANKLIN | ! DICKENS

On a final note, today sees the launch of yet another SUMDOG competition. The event runs from today, Friday 23 April
until next Thursday 29 April 2021. Do please support your child as they take part in this event; they love showing off their
maths skils!

_Kind regards
Mrs Warland
Head Teacher
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