ST. JOHN THE DIVINE PRIMARY SCHOOL

WARHAM STREET ¢« LONDON « SE50SX ¢ Tel: 0207 735 4898
Headteacher: Mrs. C. Warland

Chair of Governors: Peter Truesdale ¢ Parish Priest: Fr. Mark Williams

www.sjtdprimary.orguk  Email: admin@sjtdprimary.ora.uk Twitter & Facebook @ SJTDPrimary
Friday 19* March 2021

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,

In reporting terms, up until the latter part, this had been somewhat of an uneventful week here in school — there were no competitions,
no celebration days or events to take part in. It has, however, been a wonderful week, full of learning! The children have simply
been doing what they do best, coming into school, ready to learn and taking part in all manner of wonderful activities within their

classes.

In our collective worship we have been thinking about our value for the month, Faithfulness, and also about the importance of
being connected and supporting each other now that we are back in school. We have considered our strengths and how we can
combine these to cvercome the chalienges we face. As you will already know from yesterday's letter, there has been a positive case of
COVID-19 in our school community and a group of children were sent home, as a precautionary measure, to self-solate. The children
will be drawing on each other's strengths as they navigate this period of remote learning so soon after returning; it serves as a
reminder to us all that we are still very much in the midst of a pandemic and it will be our combined efforts that help us to get

threugh this safely and to stay connected.

This year, due to the pandemic, we have made the decision not te carry out a sponsored event for the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent
Appeal. We will, however, we collecting donations on the gate cver the coming week. The theme of this year's appeal is ‘Food
Insecurity’ and, here in school we have been considering what this means and the real {ife implications of families not having enough
to eat. The Lent appea!l is raising money, in part, to support food banks within the diocese as we are asked to ‘...have

compassion..." (Mark 8:2) ali donations will go towards supporting this work.

Below is @ summary of the learning that has taken place in your child’s class this week:

Nursery Reception
This week we have been learning about rhyme and we have | Reception had a surprise this week when we found dinesaur footprints and ice eggs
taken inspiration from Michael Rosen's book ‘Doen’t put | in the classrcom. The children used their detective skills to find out where they came

custard in the mustard’ and greatly enjoyed watching clips | from and why they might have come. We also put our lab coats on and carried out

of him perform his poetry. In Maths we have been learning | o onc experiment, each child guessed how long it would take for the eggs to melt.

about 20 shapes and we went on a shape hunt around the | o pidren worked hard using nonfiction bocks to help them find their dinosaurs

EYFS playground. We alse bid a fond farewell to our
feathered friends, as wish them the best of luck in their new
homes,

and a fact about them This week in maths we have been learning all about
partitioning and the children have found lots of different ways to make their numbers.

Year One

Year One have had a busy week iearning about weight and capacity in Maths, We compared the weights of different fruits and investigated how
much water different containers can hold. In Literacy we have continued to learn about Katie Morag in Scotland and we wrote our own fact files. The
children loved playing with the parachute in PE, and learnt about Good Friday in RE, Well done for a great week.

Year Tweo

Year Twe have been learning about money in Maths this week, they have been adding money and making amounts using pounds and pence,
Perhaps they could see if they could pay for something in a shop this weekend to put their money knowledge to the test? In English the children have
drawn a ‘story slope’ and looked at verbs for the story of Moana- there were some brilliant retellings! In Science the children have enjoyed watching
their bean plants grow and measuring them. They have also looked at different leaves to identify which tree they are from.

Year Three Year Four

This week in Year Three the children have been working hard in all | This week in Year Four we have been practising mental methods for
subject areas. One of the most exciting events of the week involved | addition and subtraction. This really helps us to solve mathematical
the children becoming scientists and carrying out an investigation into | problems much more quickly, We were also conselidating how to work out
the properties of rocks! The children looked at the appearance of the | word problems, making sure to share our reasoning in a fully coherent
different rocks, tested their hardness and how porous they were, to | sentence or two!

see if we could categorise them. It was such fun! In Literacy we listened to songs and then we used musical and emotive
In English the children enjoyed writing their own stories — they | lanquage to write song reviews. It looks like quite few of us might become
thought hard as to what preblems they could include and then | journalists when we grow up, judging by the insightful reviews we produced!
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considered how best to build tension through their use of language. | The most exciting lesson this week was definitely our Tuesday's PE lesson,
We have some skilful writers in Year Three! where we were using the big colourful parachute. Being back in school is so
much fun!

Year Five started to work on their final topic project, linked to Climatic Catastrophes, which will lead to the creation of a line print representing a
climactic or geolegical disaster. In order to plar their lino design, children looked at ancient cave art expressing the threats that volcanic eruptions and
meteorological disasters represent. Following on from this, we looked at ancient Japanese woodblock prints to understand how to create a carved
print, and children were able to start developing their design. In English, the children started 2 new graphic novel called ‘Varmints' by Helen Ward,
which, fike the rest of the literature studied this term, sends a powerful message about our impact on the planet In Science we continued to learn
about life cycles, and in Maths we revised how to calculate the area of rectilinear and compound shapes. Cur P.E. sessions have been particularly
pleyful as we focused on our mental health, The children have played games with foam sticks and a parachute; they also developed their team
building skills by fearning how to make 'hula huts’ in teams.
Year Six

In Year Six this week, we have been getting to grips with algebra which we have realised is a bit like a puzzle where you have to work out what

number the letter symbolises. We have also continued reading ‘A Midsummer Night's Dream’ and giggled a lot when the character, Bottom, whe is
ridiculous anyway, is given a donkey's head! We used scripts to write our own version of the play with direct speech. We aiso looked at a Tudor map

and compared it with modern {ondon,
It has been lovely this week hearing the children enjoying themselfves so much in their PE lessons, Cur aim was to help pupils socialise with their peers
and to have (ots of fun, whilst locking after our mental health, Key Stage One and Key Stage Twe have started their orienteering and team work unit,
where the children are developing their team work, leadership and communication skills, Reception have been developing their throwing skiils

this week through our adventures in the Jungle. Well done everyone! Keep following us on our PE twitter page @SJTDPrimary_PF to see what we

have been doing.

Head Teacher awards were presented to the following children in this week's virtual celebration assembly.

N Jaime for showing some fantastic progress in his learning and sharing his thoughts and ideas,
ursery

Nana for her enthusiasm for learning and sharing her ideas.

R " Dominion for his fantastic dinosaur labelling and beautiful neat writing!
eception
P Nahier for doing such good sharing with his friends.

Mark for being so hardworking, polite, and brave during his first week at school. He has adapted very quickly te life at our SJTD,

Year O worked hard to learn and follew the schoel rules and has already made so many friends. We already love having you in our class!
ear e Adriel for trying so hard with her learning all week and getting on with tasks. She wrote a fantastic diary entry, using adjectives,

verbs and time connectives!

Year T Afia for her writing about Moana's thoughts, using an exclamation mark and question mark independently.
ear Two

J'anae came up with her own ideas for our class debate, she spoke loud and clear, giving reasons for her ideas.

Anayah for her fantastic return to school — she has come back with a renewed enerqy and she is determined to give of her best in
Year Three [EELE
Naheem for setting a wonderful example to his classmates, displaying a calm and mature attitude to returning to school.

Junze for his good manners and setiling back into the classroom quickly, being a great role model for everyone,
AT Fostina for the active role she took when building instruments from recycled materials, making sure she was precise and made sure
that her end product looked presentable,

Year Fi Scarlett for developing her confidence and volunteering answers in class discussions.
ear Five

Micah for completing his work in a timely manner on his first week back in school.

Mathias for making an effort to contribute more in English lessons

Year Six
Serena for overcoming her nerves to perform some drama in front of the class

Reception - Miracle for being very supportive of her peers and being a great role model,

PE

Year One - Aziz for working well as a team and being very mature when he did not win the game.
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Year Two - Komyah for her perseverance in our PE this week and listening so carefully to the rules of the different games,
Year Three - Aaliyah for always trying her best and being a great role to her peers,
Year Four - John-Angel for his efforts in all PE lessons, and for not giving up when doing pilates.

Year Five - Thomas for showing good sportsmanship in PE,
Year Six - Vejia for outstanding effort in PE sessions

Year One - Amarey, for being so kind to other children and allowing everyone to feel comfortable and included in the
music classroom,

Year Two - Komiyah, for having such an excellent first music lesson,

Music

Year Four - Somtuy, for her detailed understanding of how to construct chords on the Ukulele,
Year Five - Scarlett, for her incredible knowledge retention about the 19th century Russian class system, and her understanding of
chords.

This week's House Point totals are as follows:

4

2 GARRISON -
B ‘l
| FRANKLIN ‘ | DICKENS

Cn a final note, the children will be bringing home their Spring Term Reports for you to read prior to the Open Evenings next week.
If you have not yet booked your time to meet/speak with your child’s class teacher do please contact the school office to arrange a

suitable time.

B Kind regards
(,/’/j///*‘—ﬁ/ ’ﬁc__c’)
Mrs Warland
Head Teacher
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