ST. JOHN THE DIVINE PRIMARY SCHOOL

WARHAM STREET ¢« LONDON « SE50SX ¢ Tel: 0207 735 4898
Headteacher: Mrs. C. Warland

sTH;

T

Chair of Governors: Peter Truesdale ¢ Parish Priest: Fr. Mark Williams

www.sjtdprimary.orguk  Email: admin@sjtdprimary.ora.uk Twitter & Facebook @ SJTDPrimary
Friday 12* March 2021

Dear Parents, Carers and Children,

Welcome Back! It feels very much like I am writing to you at the end of a first week back after a long summer holiday rather than
midway through the Spring Term — it has been wonderful welcoming the children back to school and we are all so pleased with how

quickly they have settled back into school life and how hard they have been working this week.

Alongside returning to school, the children have been busy showing—off their maths skills, taking part in the Lambeth Sumdog
competition. 208 children took part in the competition, from 17 classes across Lambeth and 51,792 questions were answered

correctly. The competition ended this morning, the results are in and I am delighted to share how well our children have performed.

Top ten children — from across Lambeth

1" Place — Hosaenna - Year Six
3" Place — Kai - Year Five

9* Place - Mary - Year Four
10 place — Fostina - Year four

Top ten classes
5" Place - Year Six
7" Place - Year Four
Daily Class Winner
7" March 2021 - Year Six

Congratulations to you all!

Below is @ summary of the learning that has taken place in your child’s class this week:

Nursery Reception

It was lovely to welcome all the children back into our classroom | It has been wonderful to have all of Reception class back in school.
and on Monday we had some fabulous new arrivals in the form | The children have settled in really quickiy and have been so happy
of ten eqgs. We welcome the Living Eqgs every year as they | 1o see their Jriends. It has been lovely to see the children

provide a fascinating experience for the children. The chicks have rediscovering parts of the classrcom and Early Years playground

been prompting lots of conversations between the children with great ideas flowing. This week we have had the added

and we are updating The Chicken Coop Google classroom page excitement of our school chicks hatching! The children have been

so the rest of the school can share the experience with us. Do full of brilliant suggestions as to what we could name the chicks

please have a look!

and they have learnt all about where chicks come from.

Year One

The children have been absolutely wonderful this week and have settled back in so well. It was lovely to see
so many smiles beaming across the classroom. The children have all remembered all the school rules and have
been eager to learn. | think their most favourite lesson was PE, where we spent the whole time playing fun

games and remembering how to work as a team. I was particularly impressed with their creative skills, using

toys to mare different landmarks of the UK. The children spent time making a paperchain full of their
strengths, and were so proud of it that they asked me to share a picture in this week's newsletter for all

parents to see.

Year Two
Year Two have used the movie ‘Moana’ as a starting point for their English work this week. They have iooked at the legend that is
explained at the beginning of the movie and re-written this legend in their own words. The children also had a debate this week on a
theme in the story - "Should the tribe fish beyond the reef?” The children came up with reasons for and against and they sensibly shared
them with each other; the children had some great ideas and points of view. In Maths the children have been learning about weight-
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using balance scales to compare the weight of objects. They have also learnt about the units of measurement ‘kilograms’ and ‘grams’. In
Science we continued our learning about plants! The children saw how their bean plants have germinated, they drew diagrams in their
bean diaries, and they have now planted their beans in soil. They children also became scientists when they dissected a piant and sorted

all of its different parts, using magnifying glasses to help them look carefully at the parts to describe them accurately.
Year Three Year Four

Mr Stevenson has joined us in Year Three this week | We are back in school! Most of us have been patiently waiting for this week
and along with the children, he has been settling in | when we could finally come to schoo! and see our classmates. We have had lots
and getting to know the structures and routines in | of fun already — we have been building musical instruments from recycled
place. The children are delighted tc be back in school | materials; the inspiration came from the bock we are reading, ‘Ada’s Violin’
and they have already begun showing how ready | by Susan Hood. Did you know that in Paraguay, where the character from the
they are to learn in real life. Building on their remote | book, Ada, is from, they really have an orchestra using instruments made from
sessions, the children revisited ‘The Day of Ahmed's | recycled materials?

Secret’ and they developed their own characters whe | In science we carried out an experiment to find out the best way to dry clothes,
will star in their own stories which they will be | and we talked about evaporation. In maths we have begun learning about the

writing next week. perimeter and area of different shapes.

Year Five

It has been a delight to welcome pupils back in school this week! Our Literacy focus has been on survival skills and letter writing.
Helping the characters of ‘Floodland’ to develop a resourceful mindset, motivated pupils to write resourcefully! In Maths we
consolidated our knowledge of percentages and decimals by using them in context. One aspect of this application was through the
collection of data about the damages caused by tsunamis. We presented the data in bar graphs. A final highlight of the week was our

Science lesson on life cycles of birds, and, in perfect timing, pupils were able to watch the videos of the chicks hatching in Nursery!
Year Six

It was lovely to have Year Six back in school after so [ong apart. We have enjoyed spending time with our friends again and reflecting
thoughifully on how lockdown has taught us to appreciate school more. We have had a busy week, acting out some scenes from ‘A
Midsummer Night's Dream’ and even writing a script in the iambic pentameter! We have also practised finding percentages of
quantities. In the afterncons, we have been acting as King Henry VII's advisors, using laptops to research scientific healthy lifestyle tips
to offer the king as he had notoricusly poor health.

Miss Durrant’s PE update ‘ Mr Posteis’ PE update
It has been lovely seeing everyone back enjoying their PE | This week, our Year One's were overjoyed to be reunited, and they were
tessons. These are the PE days for each class: able to form their band in the flesh! Drawing on their knowledge of parts of
Reception: Tuesday and Thursday. the rock drum kit, the class put together a very loud performance of
Year One: Tuesday and Thursday. Queen’s ‘We WIll Rock You' Year Two further explored the playing
Year Two: Tuesday and Thursday. techniques of the djembe, and performed together in a drumming circle,
Year Three: Wednesday and Friday. which allowed the class to experience the communal nature of West African
Year Four: Tuesday and Thursday. drumming. Year Three explored "Victorian Music’ yet further, writing their
Year Five: Monday and Wednesday. own Street Cries to sell classroom items. Year Four and Year Six took

Year Six: Monday and Wednesday. another step on their urulele learning journey, learning about the C, F, G

and A chords! Using ChromeSongMaker, both year groups managed to put

This week's PE lessons were about looking after our

mental health, the activities were selected so that we together these chords, and write a simple chord sequence. Finally, Year

could have fun with our friends - it was lovely seeing Five consolidated their learning of the Russian composer Pyetor

) . Tchaikovsky: learning how to write the theme tune of Swan Lake on
smiles on everyone’s face.

ChromeSongMaker. A fantastic week in music, well done everyone!

Head Teacher awards were presented to the following children in this week's virtual celebration assembly.

Wayne for outstanding contribution and submission of worr during Home Learning.
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Chinaleo for participation in online Literacy and Maths sessions.

R . Meiajah for making a fabulous peacock mask on World Book Day.
eceprion Miracle for her great maths work.

James for ALWAYS trying his best in every bit of learning he does. He is always so keen to challenge himself

Year One
Zacklyn for always submitting her work on google classroom and for putting so much effort into every piece she does!

Year T Thea for her story writing about her character ‘Isabelle’ where she used commas in a list and speech marks.
ear Two

Nicolas for always joining in with our oniine sessions and competing his tasks, especially the challenges in Maths.

Vs T Zara for consistently trying hard in the online lessons, and making the effort to answer questions and participate.
ear Three

Vienna for always paying attention in class and really making an effort with her character descriptions in Literacy.

Fostina for writing a great 'question and answer poem’ about the rainforest, using alliteration and adverbs.

Year F
CATTONT - for staying in lessons till the end, trying hard to complete the work on his tablet,

; Abigall for showing creativity when imagining what one might find in science fiction and dystopian settings in literacy.
Year Five ) i . ) .
Ibrahim for really good effort in his work on adding and subtracting fractions.

Jordan for writing a brilliant persuasive speech — it was very convincing
Year Six
Memunatu for working independently in maths

Year One - Moyomade for showing phenomenal dance moves and giving his best effort. He likes to move it move it!
Year Two - PE award- Geneva- For perseverance and enthusiasm during all of our PE sessions

Year Three - Zara for demonstrating outstanding effort in her PE lessons.

Year Four - Aridunu for being present for all PE lessons and always working hard.
Year Five - Ayo: for being so dynamic and engaged during our PE lesson online.
Year Six - Joshua for always trying hard in PE with a big smile

Year Six - Samuel Storino for working incredibly hard during Miss Durrant's live fitness session

Year One - Vinnie, for always showing excellence in the music classroom. Vinnie tries hard, always puts his hand up
before saying what he thinks and has a clear passion for music.

Year Two - Sophia, for having a mature attitude to learning, particularly when learning about the djembe.

Year Four - Sherifa, for composing an cutstanding piece of music based on the C and F major cherds, including a
percussion part and a very well balanced melody. Very impressive work Sherifal

Year Five - Isaac, for having such excellent knowledge about 19th and 20th century Russia!

Year Six - Hosaenna, for composing an cutstanding piece of music based on the C and F major chord.

This week's House Point totals are as follows:
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On a final note, thank you to everyone who brought in their daffodils today. Our judge from the Children’s Flower Society will be

visiting once you've all gone home and I look forward to sharing her results with you all next week.

Kmd regards

& //+ e P
Mrs Warland
Head Teacher
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