
 

 

 

This term Year 3 

will be learning 

about Volcanoes 

and Rocks. 

 

Literacy 
Non-Chronological Reports 
We will begin by learning about explanations, and non-chronological reports. 
The children will have the opportunity to read and identify the features of 
different reports and then carry out research around volcanoes to enable them 
to write their own non-chronological report about volcanoes. 
 
Recounts and Diary Entries 
We will be looking at various examples of recounts and diary entries written by 
people who have experienced a natural disaster. This work will be linked to the 
work the children will do on Pompeii and they will write recounts and diary 
entries from the point of view of someone who observed the devastation of the 
city. 

Art and Design 
This term, our art work will be linked to our topic work. 
Children will create silhouettes of Mount Vesuvius and the 
city of Pompeii using black card, watercolours and 
marbelling.  
 

Religious Education 
 
This term our Religious Education is focused on the story 
of Easter and to be able to sequence the events. 
 
We will also been learning more about the projects 
supported through the Bishop of Southwark’s Lent 
Appeal.  

History 
As part of our topic work on Volcanoes we will be learning about the ancient 
Roman city of Pompeii and the devastation caused by the eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius. 
 

Geography 
Our topic for this term is Volcanoes.  
The children will develop a secure knowledge of what a 
volcano is and what causes one to erupt. They will begin 
to develop an understanding of the structure of the earth 
and plate tectonics. They will study the structure of a 
volcano and look at maps to find the location of different 
active and inactive volcanoes around the world.   
 

Science 
This term our learning will be centred on rocks. We will begin by securing our knowledge of what a 
rock is and the different types of rocks, including those that are igneous, sedimentary and 
metamorphic. We will work in groups to sort a variety of rocks into groups according to their 
observable and known properties including size, colour and hardness. Children will carry out 
investigations into the properties of rocks. 
. 

Maths 
Maths will be taught daily and where possible will be linked to other 
curriculum areas. The children will be given opportunities to deepen their 
knowledge and apply their learning to problem solving activities.  
We will be focusing in the following objectives this term:  
 

 Fractions 

 Measures, including weights and money 

 Time, including duration and reading time with accuracy 
 

Please do not forget to support your child with their mental maths, focusing 
on multiplication.  
 

Is there something we’ve missed? 
If you can think of a link between the subjects that you think would inspire 
the children then please let us know… 

Computing 
The children will use computing to enrich their topic work, 
with a focus on presenting information using a range of 
sources. 
 

French 
The children will learn words related to their topic and will 
continue to revise colours, dates and the weather. 
 


