
 

 

In Year 4 we are 
learning about Seas and 
Oceans of the world & 
environmental issues 

Literacy:  
Biography 
Linking in with our topic, we will research to find about the life and achievement of a 
20th Century Ocean explorer. We will read examples of biographies and examine the 
language and the layout of the text types. The children will then produce a biography 
of the studied explorer. Following on from this the children  will be asked to use the 
skills learnt to plan and write a biography of a family member or their hero/heroine. 
Dilemma 
Children will read story that illustrate the dilemma that  ocean explorers might face. 
Children will explore the language and sentence structure used to create tension. 
They will then plan and write their own dilemma story set in the depths of the ocean. 

Art and Design:  
The children will look at and evaluate seascape 
pictures of a famous artist, record ideas from these to 
produce their own seascape pictures using different 
media. 
 

Religious Education:   
This term, our topic is Christmas. This unit focuses on 
the concept of life as a journey. It encourages pupils to 
deepen their understanding of and questioning about 
the Nativity narrative, helping them to reflect on and 
talk about questions and meanings for themselves and 
others.  
 

History:  
Linked to our literacy unit- biography, we will 
research into the life of a 20th century ocean 
explorer. We will look into why he became 
an explorer, his achievement and impact on 
the world. 

Computing:  
This term our topic is Coding; We will learn to decompose programs into smaller bits 
and use logical reasoning to detect and correct errors in algorithms and programs.  
 

Geography:  
Our main topic this term is Sea and Oceans, where possible all of our 
learning will be linked to this. We will be focusing on using maps, 
globes, aerial images and atlases to identify the world’s oceans and 
seas. Identify their position in relations to the Equators, the tropics… 
and also research the features of different seas and oceans. 

Science: 
This term we will be learning about Living things in their 
environment. We will focus on where they live and how 
they are adapted to their habitat. The children will 
explore the suitability of different animals to the sea’s 
habitat. In addition, the children will study food chains & 
the nutritional needs of organisms.  
 

Maths:  
This term we will be focusing on the following concept areas: 

 Number, place value and rounding, number sequence, fraction 
multiplication and division 

 Measures  and statistics 

 Shape and space 
Wherever possible, maths will be practical and linked to other curriculum 
areas.  It is expected that the children continue to rehearse their times tables   
at home so that they know these by the end of this year and can recall them 
with ease. 
 

Is there something we’ve missed?  
If you can think of a link between our subjects that you think would inspire 
the children then please let us know. 

PE: 
This term, the topic is football. The children will learn the rules of the game and 
how to pass the ball backwards whilst moving.  

French: 
We are learning to talk about ourselves and our family. Children will learn how to 
say and write their names, age, likes and dislikes. 


